
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

RE CURRICULUM PROGRESSION 
Gayton Primary School 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

Year Group 
 

Autumn 
Friendship and Respect 

Spring 
Truthfulness and Compassion 

Summer 
Perseverance and Courage 

Reception EYFS Understanding of the world 
Talk about members of their immediate family 
and community.  
 

EYFS Understanding of the world 
Name and describe people who are familiar to 
them. 

EYFS Understanding of the world 
Recognise that people have different beliefs and 
celebrate special times in different ways.  

1 
Christianity  

Christianity 
Big Picture: God as the Father with Jesus as his 
son. He created and cares for the world and 
expects us to do the same (people and planet!) 
Words and Beyond: The Christmas Story 
 
Drivers: Environment, Personal Development 
Level of understanding: 
 
Human beings, including groups of religious 
people, tell stories that help them grapple with 
the big questions of life. Many of these stories 
are well-known as they have been handed 
down over generations.  

Christianity 
Influence, Community, Culture and Power: The 
church building, the community of people and 
church roles.  
Visit to a church.  
 
 
 All around us there is evidence of the influence 
of religions/worldviews on our community. 
Religion does not influence everyone’s life in 
the same way.  
 

Christianity 
Continuity, Change and Diversity: How do Christians 
follow Jesus – bible, prayer, stories, singing, 
individual and collective worship. 
 
Words and Beyond: Baptism and Marriage 
 
Drivers: Personal Development 
 
 We are surrounded by distinctive things that are 
important to people. Some of these are called 
‘precious’, ‘sacred’ or ‘holy’. People belonging to 
the same religion/worldview may have different 
‘holy’ or important things and express their religion/ 
worldview in different ways.  

2 
Hinduism 

Christianity 
A Good Life: Everyone is important and of equal 
value. Love and forgiveness. 
Hinduism:  
A Good Life: Respect for other people and for all 
living things.  
Influence, Community, Culture and Power: 
Importance of family. 
Words and Beyond: Diwali – festival of light 
 
Drivers: Personal Development 
 

Christianity 
Words and Beyond: Palm Sunday – Easter 
Sunday 
 
 
Drivers: Personal Development 
 
 
People often give words different meanings 
when they try to express what is most 
important to them. Many people use symbols 
to express important ideas. We need to 

Christianity: 
Making sense of Life’s Experiences: Jesus healed 
people – Mark 2,  Luke 5:18 
 
Hinduism: 
Making Sense of Life’s Experiences: Rama’s exile and 
return. The importance of Krishna, Rama and Shiva 
 
Drivers: Personal Development 
 
Some people have amazing experiences that make 
them ask big questions about life. Others find deep 



 

Most religions/ worldviews introduce children 
to stories from the lives of exemplary people as 
examples of the qualities and characteristics 
they might try to achieve. They also teach about 
specific actions that are right and wrong and 
about good and bad attitudes. 

interpret words and symbols to find out what 
they mean. 
 

spiritual meaning in everyday matters. There are 
many stories about experiences and encounters 
that have changed lives. 

3 
Sikhism 

Christianity 
Words and Beyond: Advent – getting ready. 
Sikhism: 
A Good Life: Equality – welcome all people of all 
religions 
Words and Beyond: Festival of Guru Nanak 
Gurparab - lights 
 
Drivers: Personal Development, Democracy 
People often express their feelings and beliefs 
through art, music, poetry, stories, drama and 
physical movement - creating, observing and 
performing. 

Christianity 
Words and Beyond: Lent and Holy Week 
Big Picture: Jesus is God’s son and suffered, 
died and rose again- he is still alive and special 
to Christians. 
 
Sikhism 
Influence, Community, Culture and Power: 
Gudwara – a place for family worship. 
A Good Life: Equality – how people treat each 
other, share, eat together and worship in the 
Gurdwara and welcome people of all races and 
religions. 
 
Drivers: Personal Development, Democracy. 
Humans tell different stories to convey 
important teachings and these stories often 
form part of longer narratives. Groups of 
religious and non- religious people tell stories, 
which reflect the different ways in which they 
view the world.   

Christianity 
Making Sense of Life’s Experiences: Parable of the 
Good Samaritan. 
 
Sikhism 
Words and Beyond: Gurpurbs – celebration of 
birthday of Guru Gobid Singh (Vaisakhi – New Year) 
– also mention celebration of Guru Nanak. 
 Making Sense of Life’s Experiences: Life of Guru 
Nanak – his perseverance to find a deeper 
knowledge. 
 
Drivers: Personal Development, Democracy 
Recognise that some people have experiences that 
they can explain to others that have given them a 
slightly different view.   

4 
Buddhism 

Christianity 
A Good Life: Love your neighbour as yourself 
Making Sense of Life’s Experiences: Jesus’ 
disciples, followers and friends. 
Christmas – Good King Wenceslas 
Buddhism 
A Good Life: Practice of Dhamma – Being kind 
and sympathetic to others (inc animals) and 
giving generously. 
 

Christianity 
Continuity, Change and Diversity: Personal 
events – Baptism – communion – confirmation. 
Making Sense of Life’s Experiences: Miracles – 
Paralysed man of Capernaum – Luke 5:17-26, 
Matthew 9:1-8, Mark 2:1-12 
 
Bhuddism 
Big Picture: Symbolism of the Bhudda Image 

Christianity 
Words and Beyond: Pentecost – the disciples find 
courage. 
 
Buddhism: 
Making Sense of Life’s Experiences: Stories about 
Gotama Buddha which show how suffering can end 
and years in the forest,  
Influence, Community, Culture and Power: living by 
Buddha’s teachings.  



 

Drivers: Personal Development, Environment 
Most religions/ worldviews have stories about 
people who set a moral example.  

A Good Life: Practice of Dhamma to alleviate 
suffering –be sympathetic to all living things and 
give generously of time food and abilities. 
 
Lead by example – The Dalai Lama.  
The name ‘religion’ or ‘worldview’ is commonly 
given to systems of belief, practices and values, 
which share common features that make sense 
when thought of as linked to each other.  
 

 
Drivers: Personal Development 
 People often express their feelings and beliefs 
through art, music, poetry, stories, drama and 
physical movement - creating, observing and 
performing. These creative forms of expression play 
important roles in most religions and cultures.  

5 
Islam 

Christianity 
A Good Life: Principle of Grace (John 13:34 
15:12) 
Idea that God loves us no matter how flawed 
we are. 
Making Sense of Life’s Experiences: Christmas 
Story – St Nicholas (and Santa Claus?) Spirit of 
Christmas is the magic – loving and giving, not 
just receiving. 
 
Islam: 
A Good Life: Respect for teachers 
Influence, Community, Culture and Power: 
respect for guests and visitors 
 
Driver: Personal Development 
Most religions/ worldviews have stories about 
people who set a moral example. Religions/ 
worldviews provide guidance on how to live a 
good life.  
 
 

Christianity 
Making Sense of Life’s Experiences:  
Temptation in the desert. 
Challenges for the disciples in Holy Week. 
 
Islam 
Influence, Community, Culture and Power: The 
importance of honesty. 
How the family prepare for and celebrate 
festivals. 
A Good Life: Ramadan and Eid.  
A Good Life: Feeding the poor and needy 
 
Driver: Personal Development 
 
Some people have amazing, puzzling or 
mysterious experiences that they may explain 
as an encounter with a power above and 
beyond this may have changed their life in 
some way.   

Islam 
Continuity, Change and Diversity: 5 Pillars of Islam. 
Influence, Community, Culture and Power: The 
importance of manners. Messengers of Allah and 
the Qur’an 
Making Sense of Life’s Experiences: Books of 
guidance – the Qur’an, Hadith. 
Big Picture: The Qur’an reveals the truth about 
Allah. 
 
Role Models – Nobel Peace Prize winners – 
Tawakkul Karmen, Shirin Ebadi (Iranian Human 
Rights Actviist) 
 
Driver: Personal Development, Democracy 
 
The name ‘religion’ or ‘worldview’ is commonly 
given to systems of belief, practices and values, 
which share common features that make sense 
when thought of as linked to each other. Each 
religion/worldview is made up of groups of people 
who may believe different things and practice in 
different ways. 
Many communities around the world are influenced 
at several levels by their traditional 
religions/worldviews. In some communities, one 
religion/worldview is influential; other communities 



 

are influenced by many different religions and 
worldviews living alongside each other.  
 
 

6 
Judaism and 
Humanism 

Christianity 
A Good Life: The Ten Commandments 
Words and Beyond: Christmas Story – Football 
in the trenches 
Carol Service 
 
Judaism 
Good Life: Link with Christianity with ten 
commandments. 
Words and Beyond: Festival – Hanukkah, festival 
of lights.10 – 18th Dec 2020 
 
Driver: Personal Development, Democracy 
Most religions/ worldviews have stories about 
people who set a moral example. Religions/ 
worldviews provide guidance on how to live a 
good life. There are different ideas about why 
people should aim to live a good life. 
 

Christianity 
A Good Life: the Sermon on the Mount – The 
Beatitudes. 
 
Humanism 
Making Sense of Life’s Experiences: Karl Popper 
– truth through rationalism. 
Big Picture: Science and Rationalism as the way 
to understand the universe. Evolution. Adapt 
and change when faced with new evidence.  
A Good Life: Accepting individual responsibility 
to reason about our actions. Importance of 
reason, empathy and compassion and respect 
for others when deciding how to act. 
Golden Rule – treat others as you would like 
them to treat you.  
 
Drivers: Personal Development, Democracy 
Most religions/ worldviews have stories about 
people who set a moral example. Religions/ 
worldviews provide guidance on how to live a 
good life. There are different ideas about why 
people should aim to live a good life and 
agreement and disagreement over virtues and 
qualities, what is right and wrong - between and 
within groups.  

Christianity 
Making Sense of Life’s Experiences: Serving others – 
The work of the Salvation Army  
 
Influence, Community, Culture and Power: Italian 
Mother Superior Madre Maria Agnes Tribbioli – 
sheltered 2 Jewish children from Nazi raid despite 
danger to herself 
Hinduism 
The Big Picture: Ghandi as an example leading life 
governed by the belief that all human beings are 
equal before God. 
 
 
MORE MODERN EXAMPLES of PEOPLE OF ALL 
FAITHS SHOWING COURAGE AND COMPASSION AT 
https://www.peninsuladailynews.com/life/issues-
of-faith-people-of-all-faiths-show-compassion/ 
 
Drivers: Personal Development, Democracy 
Some people have amazing, puzzling or mysterious 
experiences that they may explain as an encounter 
with a power above, beyond or within the material 
world, and which they may claim has given them 
new insights into life.  
Many communities around the world are influenced 
at several levels by their traditional 
religions/worldviews. In some communities, one 
religion/worldview is influential; other communities 
are influenced by many different religions and 
worldviews living alongside each other. In some 
communities, religions/worldviews have little 
influence apart from among their followers.  

 

https://www.peninsuladailynews.com/life/issues-of-faith-people-of-all-faiths-show-compassion/
https://www.peninsuladailynews.com/life/issues-of-faith-people-of-all-faiths-show-compassion/

